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000000 OWhen U. S. Nezvs started the college and uruversity rankings 25 years ago, no one imagined that
these lists would become what some consider to be the 800-pound gorilla of American higher education,.
important enough to be the subject of doctoral dissertations, academic papers and conferences, endless debate,and
constant media coverage. What began with little fanfare has spawned imitation college rankingsin at least 21
countries or regions, including Canada, China, Britain, Germany, Poland, Russia, Spain, and Taiwan.Today, it's
hard to imagine there ever was a void of information to help people'make direct comparisons between colleges, but
such was the case in 1983 when we first ventured into the field. The editors back then, led by Marvin L. Stone,
thought the project was worth attempting because a college education is one of the most important - and most
costly -investments that people ever make. So the magazine designed a survey and sent it out to 1, 308'college
presidents to get their opinions of which schools offered the best education.The winners: Stanford [ National
Universitiest] and Amherst [J National Liberal Arts Colleges(] [
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