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0 O John Giddingd [0 On the importance ofC] headlinersC] [] You just have to gauge it yourself.l remember,last
year,| booked the Rolling Stones after we?d sold the event out.And everybody said to me why do you want to pay
them all of that money when you could have made that as profit? And | thought well,if I got run over on the
Monday at least | was the person who brought the Rolling Stones to the Isle of Wight.[J O And also,what it does
is,you can go to the Foo Fighters,to Muse and say we had the Rolling Stones last year.And it?s all to do with that
premier league of artists.| remember with Coldplay they kept saying no,no,no,then they did the Brits,and they said
you won?t be seeing us for a long time,and the press interpreted it as them splitting up.And 1 said well the way to
prove you?re not splitting up is to come and play the Isle of Wight Festival,which they did.C] [ 1t?s a combination
of knowing what?s going on,we?re lucky we?ve been in the music business a long time,so we know what these
headline attractions can draw when they do their own shows.[J [0 On the competitive market O | think in
England there are four major festivals. The Isle of Wight,Glastonbury,the VV?s and Leeds Reading,and that means
there are 11 nights a year that have to be filled by major headliners,so that?s a competition in itself,you are bound to
get some repeats.[] [I There?s also a raft of other events every weekend,boutique festivals that are competing
against you because how much money have people got? Do they want to go to a festival every weekend? And
what?s becoming more apparent is kids are more prepared to travel to southern Europe because the weather is
more guaranteed,and it?s cheaper to get in.They get a bigger range of UK?based artists because they don?t mean
that much south of the Isle of Wight,so they?ll play for cheaperabroad. 0 00O 0 - OO 000000 0OO0OO
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