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0000 OO0 Afterabillisintroduced into a chamber, it is assigned to the appropriate Standing
Committee, which then assigns it to a special- ized Subcommittee. The Subcommittee studies, prepares, and drafts
the bill. After drafting, the Subcommittee holds pubhc hearings at which members of the public may present
opinions in favor of or a- gainst the bill. After the hearings,the Subcommittee votes on the bill. If the Subcommittee
rejects the bill, it goes no further. If the Subcommittee approves the bill, the bill is returned to the Standing
Committee. The Standing Committee then must approve or reject the bill. If the Standing Committee approves the
bill, it will be sent to thefloor [0 speaking areal] of the chamber to be debated. The floor debates are open to the
public. After the debate, members of that chamber will vote to approve the bill, reject the bill, send the bill back to
its Sub- committee for more work, or table the bill OO which means to ignore the bill and results in defeat[] . To be
approved in the House, a bill needs to receive only a simple majority of votes. The Senate approval procedure is
somewhat more complicated. Before voting on a bill, the Senate must first vote for cloture -to end the debate.
Under Sen- ate rules, 60 Senators must vote for cloture. Once cloture is ob- tained, approval of the bill requires
only a simple majority vote. If the bill is approved, it is signed by the leader of that chamber, either the Speaker of
the House or the President Pro Tempore. Bills that do not receive approval can be reintroduced in the future. Once
a bill goes through the legislative process in one chamber, it is sent to the other chamber to undergo the same
process. If the bill is altered in the second chamber,it will be sent to a Conference Committee for reconciliation.
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