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00O 0O 0O O O O The decision of the New York Philharmonic to hire Alan Gilbert as its next music director has
been the talk of the classical-music world ever since the sudden announcement of his appointment in 2009. For the
most part, the response has been favorable, to say the least. " Hooray[]

At last[]
" wrote Anthony Tommasini, a sober-sided classical-music critic.One of the reasons why the appointment came as
such a surprise, however, is that Gilbert iscomparatively little known. Even Tommasini, who had advocated
Gilbert's appointment in the Times, calls him" an unpretentious musician with no air of the formidable conductor
about him. "As a description of the next music director of an orchestra that has hitherto been led by musicians like
Gustav Mahler and Pierre Boulez,that seems likely to have struck at least some Times readers as faint praise.For my
part, | have no idea whether Gilbert is a great conductor or even a good one. To be sure, he performs an impressive
variety of interesting compositions, but it is not necessary for me to visit Avery Fisher Hall,or anywhere else, to hear
interesting orchestral music. All I have to do is to go to my CD shelf, or boot up my computer and download still
more recorded music from iTunes.Devoted concertgoers who reply that recordings are no substitute for live
performance are missing the point.
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