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[0 O Us Coast Guard official has said that BPs latest effort to plug the Gulf of Mexicooil spill has been successful
inslowing the amount of oil leaking from the well.[] O The official ] Admiral Thad Allen said thatthe procedure
[0 known as a top kill operation[] had been able to block some of the leaking oilat the sourcel] the top of the
damaged well. Theoperation involves pumping material into the wellto plug the leak before cementis used to seal
the leak forever. Allen said theoperation has "been able to force mud down andnot allow any hydrocarbon to come
up.0 O BP hasnt confirmed the success of the topkill operation] saying only that the operation isgetting along as
planned. Although the possibilityof failure is still present] experts say that thelonger the procedure continues(]
the less likely itwill be that anything goes wrong.[d [ Separately[] a group of US scientistsannounced new
estimates of how much oil wasflowing from the wellCl ranging from 1201 000 to25[1 000 barrels a day[l far higher
than BPs originalestimate of 51 000 barrels a day[] a figure which BPannounced was possibly inaccurate.
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