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[0 O Oil began leaking from the riser pipel] whichconnected the platform to the well on the oceanfloor] 51 000
feet below. When the rig sank to theocean floor on April 2200 the riser pipe becamedisconnected. Since then[d oil
has been spewing out into the water.[1 [ As the leaked oil spreadsC] it pollutes the water[] endangers wildlife and
threatens a way of life forpeople who live near the Gulf Coast.In May[d USAdeclared 25 percent of the US portion
of the Gulfclosed to fishingld aiming to keep people from eatingpolluted fish.[1 [0 Reports by British Petroleum(d
the oilcompany estimated a leak of 1[0 000 to 501 000barrels per day. At a rate of 501 000 barrels per day[] the
leak would fill an Olympic-size swimmingpool in three days. But even those estimates weretoo lowd according to
Steve Wereley[d an engineer.By measuring and analyzing the plume in thevideo clipl] the engineers estimated the
rate ofthe spill to be somewhere between 760 000 and1090 000 barrels ofoil per day.
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