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OO 00O The creation of a large quantity of disposable time apart from necessary labor time for society generally
and each of its members (i.e. room for the development of the individuals” full productive forces, hence those of
society also), this creation of not-labor time appears in the stage of capital, as of all earlier ones, as not-labor time,
free time, for a few. What capital adds is that it increases the surplus labor time of the mass by all the means of art
and science... It is thus, despite itself, instrumental in creating the means of social disposable time, in order to
reduce labor time for the whole society to a diminishing minimum, and thus to free everyone's time for their own
development. Eventually, Marx maintained, this unrealized potential challenges capitalism itself, and the workers
move to overthrow it:" Once they have done so ... the development of the power of social production will grow so
rapidly that.., disposable time will grow for all. For real wealth is the developed productive power of all individuals.
The measure of wealth is then not any longer, in any way, labor time, but rather disposable time". For Marx,
however, this painful pathway through the capitalist mode of production was not one that all societies had to
follow, now that a few key ones had developed those productive forces, albeit amid all the exploitation and
alienation of capitalism. vm. Marx: Multilinear Pathways of Development and Revolution At the end of his life,
Marx examined the issue of whether Russia and the large agrarian societies of Asia were inevitably destined to
modernize in the Western capitalist manner. In his well-known 1881 letter to the Russian revolutionary Vera
Zasulieh, he concluded that alternate pathways of development were possible.
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