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This book depicts a project with long-term benefits for Chinese companies——farmers as direct suppliers to
companies.When | came to China four years ago, | asked everyone this question: "Do retailcompanies in China
purchase fresh farm products directly from farmersC]

" The answer was no——this kind of system didn’t even exist[]

Today Direct Purchase is a reality and Carrefour China is on the way to reach ina near future 50% fruits and
vegetables farm association procurement in Beijing and Shanghai.But you should know that we traveled many
roads to reach this point. The Chinese government, including the Ministries of Commerce and
Agriculture,formulated new laws and regulations, such as a law establishing farmer cooperatives.Local governments
also enthusiastically joined in, giving farmers training and support.All retail companies were involved in this
project.l myself was an enthusiastic participant in this great project. Through the farmerdirect-purchase project,
customers can buy inexpensive and safe fresh produce while farmers earn more money and gain greater expertise.
It's truly a win-win situation.The success of the farmer direct purchase project is a result of the cooperationof
companies with universities and research institutes in a new type of collaboration to help farmers flourish. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, especial Professor Hu Ding
huan, head of the farmerdirect-purchase project. The success of the project was due to his combination of the
oryand practice.lt is my hope that Carrefour will be a model of localization in China. Building on this experience
we can spread the concept far and wide. Farmers linked directly with your home[
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