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00 O O O Such is the mayor of Verfires, M. de REnal. He walks solemnlyacross the road and disappears from sight
into the town hall. But if the traveller continues his stroll he will notice, a hundred yards or so fur ther up, a rather
fine-looking house and, through the iron gate next to it, some very splendid gardens. The skyline beyond is formed
by the hills of Burgundy o, and seems expressly created to please th eeye. This view allows the traveller to forget the
poisonous atmosphere of petty financial intrigue which is beginning to stifle him.He is told that this house belongs
to M. de Rnal. The profitsfrom his sizeable nail factory have enabled the mayor of Verrires toput up this fine
dwelling in solid stone which he is in the process of completing. His family, it is said, is of Spanish origin from way
back,and has been settled in the region, so they maintain, since well be foreit was conquered by Louis XIV@.
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