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00 O O O I arranged with Johnson that evening totake Miss Winter to a quiet suburb and seethat she lay low until
the danger was past. For six days the public were under theimpression that Holmes was at the door ofdeath. The
bulletins were very grave andthere were sinister paragraphs in thepapers. My continual visits assured me thatit was
not so bad as that. His wiryconstitution and his determined will wereworking wonders. He was recovering fast,and
I had suspicions at times that he wasreally finding himself faster than hepretended even to me. There was a
curioussecretive streak in the man which led tomany dramatic effects, but left even hisclosest friend guessing as to
what his exactplans might be. He pushed to an extremethe axiom that the only safe plotter was hewho plotted
alone. | was nearer him thananyone else, and yet | was alwaysconscious of the gap between. On the seventh day
the stitches weretaken out, in spite of which there was areport of erysipelas in the evening papers.The same evening
papers had anannouncement which I was bound, sick orwell, to carry to my friend. It was simplythat among the
passengers on the Cunardboat Ruritania.
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