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[0 O This book grew out of a set of notes for a series of lectures I orginally gave at the Center for Communications
Research and then at Princeton University. The motivation was to try to understand the basic facts about algebraic
curves without the modern prerequisite machinery of algebraic geometry. Of coursed one might well ask if this is a
good thing to do. There is no clear answer to this question. In short[] we are trading off easier access to the facts
against a loss of generality and an impaired understanding of some fundamental ideas. Whet..
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