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It is a great pleasure to my colleagues on the editorial board of the series Ergeb-nisse der Mathematik and myself to
welcome this work, Elliptic Functions ac-cordino to Eisenstein and Kronecker, by AndrEe Well. However, some
readersmay be surprised to find in this series a text which appears at first sight to be inessence a contribution to the
history of mathematics, and which would thereforeseem to be very untypical of the books in this series. However,
the editors arestrongly of the opinion that, while this text undoubtedly contributes notably tothe history of our
science, it is also of great value to contemporary mathematicalresearch. Thus we had no hesitation in asking the
permission of Professor Weftto publish his text in our series; and we are delighted to have had his agreementto do
s0.
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0 O "When Kings are building”, says the German poet, “carters have work to do".Kronecker quoted this, in his
letter to Cantor of September 1891, only to add,thinking of himself no doubt, that each mathematician has to be
king and carter at the same time.[] [ But carters need roads. Not seldom, in the history of our science, has it
happened that a king opened up a new road into the promised land and that his successors, intent upon their own
paths, allowed it to be overrun by brambles and become unfit for transit...
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Part 0 EISENSTEINCI Chapter [0 [I Introduction] Chapter [0 O Trigonometric functionstd Chapter 0 [J The
basic elliptic functions] Chapter [ [1 Basic relations and infinite products] Chapter [0 (I Variation O [0 Chapter
00 O Variation 0 Part 1 KRONECKERL Chapter [1 [ Prelude to Kronecker[] Chapter [0 [I Kronecker's
double seriest] Chapter 0 O Finale: Allegro con briolndex of Notations
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