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[0 OO Now again as in the past when China was in its primel] the world find itimpossible to overlook China and its
people.T However for its many sufferings in pre-modern and modern history ofsocial unrest and setbacksl]
natural disasters and social misfortunes] Chinahas for a long time remained relatively backward[] listed as a
"developingcountry" of the world. And for the same reasonl] The Chinese people andtheir civilization have been
neglected in the developed countriesC] and whatis now known of China to quite many people in the West remains

to bewhat it was 30 or 50 years ago.
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[0 O Clothes are mainly used to cover thebody[l for decoration and against thecold. But the gorgeous ancient
Chinesecostume also embodied the ritual sys-tem of life with its strict hierarchy andstrong spirit of unification. In
the pastdynasties definite and strict regula-tions were provided for the costumeof people ranging from emperors
andofficials to ordinary persons. Everyoneshould be dressed in conformity withhis own status and so it would be
easyto distinguish] from the costumed mon-arch and subjectl] the male and thefemale[] master and servant[]
and offi-cials and common people. Therefore[d to Chinese people[d clothing could alsobe taken as a ritual
expression ratherthan the mere embodiment of freedomand comfort. Generally speakingd thedistinction between
common peopleand the aristocracy was reflected bythe length of clothes. Laborers woreshorter clothes with simple
colors anddecorative patternsC] while nobles werein richly ornamented long clothingl graceful and poised. It was
forbiddento wear clothes unsuitable for one'sown sex.[1 The Chinese costume system expe-rienced a dear
evolution and appeareddifferently in each period of history.[] As early as in the times of the Yel-low Emperor[]
the clothing systemcame into being. The combination ofthe dark upper garment and the yel-low lower one was the
emblem ofheaven and earth[J for the heavens aredark before dawn and the earth wasyellow. Rooted in
nature-worship thisconcept had a profound impact on thesubsequent clothing system. After theclass society
beganO with the formationand establishment of PatriarchalThe costume of the emperors of Qing Dynasty[]
inyellow color and dragon designs that are exclusivelyused.
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