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(0 O Bhapter1 O Under certain circumstances there are few hours in life more agreeable than the hour dedicated
to the ceremony known as afternoon tea. There are circumstances in which[J whether you partake of the tea or
not--some people of course never do-the situation is in itself delightful. Those that | have in mind in beginning to
unfold this simple history offered an admirable setting to an innocent pastime. The implements of the little feast had
been disposed upon the lawn of an old English country-housed in what | should call the perfect middle of a
splendid summer afternoon. he shadows on the perfect lawn were straight and angular(] they were the shadows of
an old man sitting in a deep wickerchair near the low table on which the tea had been servedd and of two younger
men strolling to and froJ in desultory talkd in front of him. One of them from time to time[J as he passed[]
looked with a certain attention at the elder manl] who[I unconscious of observation[] rested his eyes upon the
rich red front of his dwelling.0J O The house stood upon a low hillC] above the river--the river being the Thames
[0 at some forty miles from London. The house had a name and a history[J the old gentleman taking his tea
would have been delighted to tell you these thingsC] how it had been built under Edward the SixthJ had offered a
night&Isquo;s hospitality to the great Elizabeth[] had been a good deal bruised and defaced in Cromwell&rsquo;s
wars[] and thend under thed O RestorationJ repaired and much enlargedd and how finally(l after having
been remodelled and disfigured in the eighteenth century it had passed into the careful keeping of a shrewd
American banker.OJ O The old gentleman at the tea-tablel] who had come from America thirty years before[]
had brought with him[J at the top of his baggage[J his American physiognomyl and he had not only brought it
with himO but he had kept it in the best order. He had a narrowl] clean-shaven facelJ with evenly distributed
featuresC] and an expression of placid acuteness. It seemed to tell that he had been successful in life[1 but it seemed
to tellJ [J also that his success had not been exclusive and invidious[J but had had much of the inoffensiveness of
failure. A beautiful collie dog lay upon the grass near his chair] watching the master&Isquo;s face almost as
tenderly as the master contemplated the still more magisterial physiognomy of the house and a little bristling]
bustling terrier bestowed a desultory attendance upon the other gentlemen.] [ One of these was a remarkably
well-made man of five-and-thirty[] with a face as English as that of the old gentleman I have just sketched was
something else] a noticeably handsome faced fresh-coloured fair(] and frankd with firm straight features
(I a lively grey eyel] and the rich adornment of a chestnut beard.(] (O &hellip;&hellip;0 00 OO0 O OO OO
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