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VAN LOON'S GEOGRAPHYFOREWORDJUST A MOMENT BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER WHILE |
TELLO YOU HOW TO USE THIS BOOK1 AND THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE WORLD
U WELIVE IN2 A DEFINITION OF THE WORD GEOGRAPHY AND HOW | SHALLU APPLY IT IN THE
PRESENT VOLUME3 OUR PLANET: ITS HABITS, CUSTOMS AND MANNERS4 MAPS. A VERY BRIEF
CHAPTER UPON A VERY BIG ANDU FASCINATING SUBJECT. TOGETHER WITH A FEW
OBSERVATIONSU ON THE WAY PEOPLE SLOWLY LEARNED HOW TO FIND THEIRL WAY ON THIS
PLANET OF OURS5 THE SEASONS AND HOW THEY HAPPEN6 CONCERNING THE LITTLE SPOTS
OF DRY LAND ON THIS PLANET AND WHY SOME OF THEM ARE CALLEDL] CONTINENTS WHILE
OTHERS ARE NOT7 OF THE DISCOVERY OF EUROPE AND THE SORT OF PEOPLEL] WHO LIVE IN
THAT PART OF THE WORLD8 GREECE, THE ROCKY PROMONTORY OF THE EASTERN

0 MEDITERRANEAN WHICH ACTED AS THE CONNECTINGO LINK BETWEEN THE OLD ASIA
AND THE NEW EUROPE9 ITALY, THE COUNTRY WHICH DUE TO ITS GEOGRAPHICAL

O SITUATION COULD PLAY THE ROLE OF A SEA-POWERUO OR A LAND-POWER, AS THE
OCCASION DEMANDED10 SPAIN, WHERE AFRICA AND EUROPE CLASHED11 FRANCE, THE
COUNTRY THAT HAS EVERYTHING IT WANTS12 BELGIUM, A COUNTRY CREATED BY SCRAPS
OF PAPER ANDUO RICH IN EVERYTHING EXCEPT INTERNAL HARMONY13 LUXEMBURG, THE
HISTORICAL CURIOSITY14 SWITZERLAND, THE COUNTRY OF HIGH MOUNTAINS,

[J EXCELLENT SCHOOLS AND A UNIFIED PEOPLEL] WHO SPEAK FOUR DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES15 GERMANY, THE NATION THAT WAS FOUNDED TOO LATE16 AUSTRIA, THE
COUNTRY THAT NOBODY APPRECIATEDU UNTILIT NO LONGER EXISTED17 DENMARK, AN
OBJECT LESSON IN CERTAIN ADVANTAGESH OF SMALL COUNTRIES OVER LARGE ONES18
ICELAND, AN INTERESTING POLITICAL LABORATORYL IN THE ARCTIC OCEAN19 THE
SCANDINAVIAN PENINSULA,0J THE TERRITORY OCCUPIEDU BY THE KINGDOMS OF SWEDEN
AND NORWAY20 THE NETHERLANDS, THE SWAMP ON THE BANKS OF THEU NORTH SEA
THAT BECAME AN EMPIRE21 GREAT BRITAIN, AN ISLAND OFF THE DUTCH COASTL WHICH
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HAPPINESS OFLl FULLY ONE-QUARTER OF THE HUMAN RACE22
RUSSIA,0 THE COUNTRY WHICH WAS PREVENTED BY[ ITS GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
FROM EVER FINDINGL OUT WHETHER IT WAS PART OF EUROPE OR OF ASIA23 POLAND, THE
COUNTRY THAT HAD ALWAYS SUFFEREDLI FROM BEING A CORRIDOR AND THEREFORE
NOW HASU A CORRIDOR OF ITS OWN24 CZECHOSLOVAKIA, A PRODUCT OF THE TREATY OF
0 VERSAILLES25 YUGOSLAVIA, ANOTHER PRODUCT OF THE TREATY OFU VERSAILLES26
BULGARIA, THE SOUNDEST OF ALL BALKAN COUNTRIES,[0 WHOSE BUTTERFLY-COLLECTING
KING BET ON THE WRONGUO HORSE DURING THE GREAT WAR AND SUFFERED THE

[J CONSEQUENCES27 ROMANIA, A COUNTRY WHICH HAS OIL AND A ROYALD FAMILY28
HUNGARY, OR WHAT REMAINS OF IT29 FINLAND, ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF WHAT HARD
WORKL AND INTELLIGENCE CAN ACHIEVE AMID HOSTILEL) NATURAL SURROUNDINGS30
THE DISCOVERY OF ASIA31 WHAT ASIA HAS MEANT TO THE REST OF THE WORLD32 THE
CENTRAL ASIATIC HIGHLANDS33 THE GREAT WESTERN PLATEAU OF ASIA34 ARABIA -OR
WHEN IS A PART OF ASIA NOT A PART OF ASIA35 INDIA, WHERE NATURE AND MAN ARE
ENGAGEDU IN MASS-PRODUCTION36 BURMA, SIAM, ANAM AND MALACCA, WHICH OCCUPY
U THE OTHER GREAT SOUTHERN PENINSULA OF ASIA37 THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE GREAT
PENINSULA OF EASTERNDO ASIA38 KOREA, MONGOLIA39 THE JAPANESE EMPIRE40 THE
PHILIPPINES, AN OLD ADMINISTRATIVE PART OF MEXICO41 THE DUTCH EAST INDIES, THE TAIL
THAT WAGS THE DOG42 AUSTRALIA, THE STEP-CHILD OF NATURE43 NEW ZEALAND44 THE
ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC WHERE PEOPLE NEITHERO TOILED NOR SPUN BUT LIVED JUST THE
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SAME45 AFRICA, THE CONTINENT OF CONTRADICTIONS ANDU CONTRASTS46 AMERICA, THE
MOST FORTUNATE OF ALL47 A NEW WORLDTHE STORY OF THE PACIFICL 1 THE PANAMA
CANALL 2 SILENT ON ABENCH IN DARIENU 3 THE PREHISTORIC PACIFICL] 4 MORE
GUESSWORKO 5 THE EARLIEST HISTORY OF POLYNESIAL 6 THE SECOND DISCOVERY OF THE
PACIFICL 7 THE QUEST OF THE GREAT UNKNOWN CONTINENT OF THE SOUTHL 8 ABEL

TASMAN PUTS NEW HOLLAND ON THE MAPL 9 JACOB ROGGEVEENU 10 CAPTAIN JAMES
COOK, R.N.
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O O 40 MAPSJ A VERY BRIEF CHAPTER UPoN A VERY BIG AND FASCINATING SUBJECT

0O TOGETHER WITH A FEW 0BSERVATIONS oN THE WAY PEOPLE SLoWLY LEARNED HoW To FIND
THEIR WAY ON THIS PLANET oF oURS[I [0 WE are SO accustomed to maps that it is almost impossible for
us to imagine atime when there were no mapsC] when the notion of travelling according to a mapwas as foreign to
mans conception of ultimate possibilities as the idea of traversingspace in the form of a mathematical formula
would be to us todayd [0 [0 The ancient Babylonians] who were such excellent geometrists that they couldmake a
cadastral survey of their entire kingdom0 that survey was made in 3800BL] C [ or 2400 years before Moses was
born[d] [0 have left US a feW clay tabletscontaining what must have been an outline of their domains[] but these
were hardlymaps in our sense of the word[] The EgyptiansC] in order to get every penny oftaxes they could sweat
out of their hard-working subiects[] also made a survey oftheir kingdom[J

which showed that they knew enough about practical mathematicsto perform this difficult task(1 BUt no maps in
the modern sense of the word have SOfar been found in any of the royal sepulchres] [0 [0 The Greeks[] the most
curious-minded and nosey people of the ancient world[J wrote endless treatises upon the SUbject of geography

I but we know next to nothingabout their maps[] Here and there in some great commercial center there seem
tohave been engraved bronze tablets showing the best route to be followed if amerchant wanted to get from one
part of the eastern Mediterranean to anotherJ BUtnone of these tablets has ever been dug up and we have no idea
what they lookedlike[T Alexander the Great[] who covered greater distances than any other humanbeing before
him and very many after him{ must have been possessed of a certain“ geographical sense” .
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