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(] O Stephen closed the door of Mr. Bounderby's house. With his eyes on theground he crossed the street. He was
walking sadly away when he felt a hand onhis arm. It was a woman. She was tall and still straight, although she must
havebeen very old. She was dressed very cleanly and plainly. Clearly she had come along way, for there was country
dirt on her shoes. "Pray, sir," said the old woman,"didn’t | see you come out of that gentle-man’s house?" pointing
back to Mr. Bounderby's. "Yes, madam," Stephen replied. "Have you--you'll excuse an old woman's
curiosity--have you seen thegentleman?" "Yes, madam."” "And how did he look, sir? Was he strong and bold
and proud?" As shestraightened her own figure, and held up her head in adapting her action to herwords, the idea
crossed Stephen that he had seen this old woman before, and hadnot quite liked her. "Oh yes," he said, "he was all
that." "And healthy," said the old woman, "as the fresh wind?" "Yes," returned Stephen. OO O OO0 OO0
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