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0000 0O 0O O Abnormalities of amniotic fluid volume (polyhydramnios is excessive volume oligohydramnios
is too little fluid)are frequently associated with fetal anomalies and should be investigated carefully by midtrimester
prenatal amniocentesis and fetal ultrasound studiest] Normallv the fetus continually swallows amniotic fluid from
the fifth gestational month until deliveryd This fluid is absorbed from the proximal small intestine to circulate as
tissue fluidd] plasmall and cerebrospinal fluid[d It is then partially excreted through the placental circuit into the
maternal circulation and partially excreted by the fetal kidneys back into the amniotic sacC] Interruption of this
cyclic flow at any point in the fetus(proximal small bowel [ atresia central nervous system[] anencephaly

O hydrocephalyd myelomeningocele[] urinary tract[] atresial] renal aplasia)may upset the delicate balance of
amniotic fluid to produce oligohydramnios or polyhydramnios(]
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