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[0 O Why do you listen to music[]

If you should put this question to a number of people, youmight receive answers like these: “ | like the beat of
music,” “ Ilook for attractive tunefulness,” “ Iam moved by the sound of choral singing,” “ 1 listen to music

for many reasons but I couldnot begin to describe them to you clearly.”  Answers to this question would be many
and diverse,yet almost no one would reply,“ Music means nothing to me.” To most of us, music means
some-thing; it evokes some response. We obtain some satisfaction in listening to music.[J [0 For many, the
enjoyment of music does not remain at a standstill. We feel that we can getmore satisfaction from the musical
experience. We want to make closer contact with music inorder to learn more of its nature; thus we can range more
broadly and freely in the areas ofmusical style, form, and expression. This book explores ways of achieving these
objectives. Itdeals, of course, with the techniques of music, but only in order to show how technique isdirected
toward expressive aims in music and toward the listeners musical experience. In thisway, we may get an idea of the
composers intentions, for indeed, the composer uses everymusical device for its power to communicate and for its
contribution to the musical experience.[] [J Although everyone hears music differently, there isa common ground
from which all musicalexperiences grow. That source is sound itself. Sound is the raw material of music. It makes
upthe body and substance of all musical activity. It is the point of departure in the musicalexperience.l] [J The
kinds of sound that can be used for musical purposes are amazingly varied. Throughout thecultures of the world,
East and West, a virtually limitless array of sounds has been employed inthe service of musical expression. Listen to
Oriental theatre music, then to an excerpt from aWagner work; these two are worlds apart in their qualities of
sound as well as in almost everyother feature, yet each says something of importance to some listeners.
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