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Chapter 1 : IntroductionThis thesis is an empirical study of inter-firm technological cooperation in high
technology small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in China. The study ex-plores how high-tech SMEs
cooperate with partner firms for the sake of technologi-cal innovation. The empirical investigation in China's
high-tech SMEs was conduc-ted to test proposed hypotheses and address derivative research questions. The
ob-jective is to contribute both to business management and policy-makers' decision-making, and also to
academic research by providing new insight into the bases of inter-firm cooperative activities intended to increase
innovation.1.1 Background of the StudyWhile resourced-based firms have their core capabilities, it is impossible
for a small firm to house all the resources necessary for product innovation. SMEs are resource constrained to a
higher extent compared with their larger counterparts. It is argued that cooperating with partner firms can bring
SMEs the competitive force which a small firm can never achieve by itself. Studies of inter-firm cooperation have
been well documented among large firms, especially multinational compa-nies. However, far less attention has
been paid to SMEs. The role of high-tech SMEs has attracted researchers' attention in recent decades, and
theoretical and empirical studies in this field have become more popular than ever before. This study aims to bridge
the gap between high-tech SMESs' cooperative practices and theoretical explanations to and effective strategic
management of this phenome-non.&hellip;&hellip;
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