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[0 O Studies of good readers show that they are aware of different contexts in which words are set. These are
commonly referred to as contextual aids. Good readers use the surrounding words to help them recognize and
understand new words or meanings. This reading skill is the most important tool for sound vocabulary
development and it can be mastered and developed. The context can often provide important information
which helps you guess the meanings of unfamiliar words. During your first reading of a text[] it is usually
recommended not to stop and consult your dictionary.[J This will interrupt your process of reading and
understanding. The meanings of unknown words and phrases become clear as you continue to read through the

text. The dictionary can be used at a later stage.
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