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The library of the Catholic Mission, Peit'ang, Peking, possesses quitea considerable store of ancient books, the
legacy of the Portuguese andFrench Missions of the Society of Jesus as well as of the PropagandaMission. The
intellectual centres of this capital, in ever increasing numbers,wished to have access to this hidden, treasure, and
those competent expressed,through the intermediary of Mr. C. B. Lyon, Secretary of the United StatesEmbassy,
their desire to the Mission Authorities. These latter, in the personof His Ex. Mgr. Paul Montaigne, Vicar Apostolic
and Very Rev. GustaveVanhersecke, Vicar General and Regular Superior, received the request mostfavourably and
an accord was readily concluded for the practical realiza-tion of the project. The question was to gather all these
ancient booksinto a special hall and to make a catalogue of them drawn up-accordingto the rules of modern
bibliography. The Catholic Mission set apart oneof its buildings as a home for the new library and undertook to
furnishthe expenses of the necessary installations : shelves, presses, a small reading.hall, etc... The Very Rev.
Rudolph Rahman D. Ph., Superior of the Societyof the Divine Word and Rector of the Fu Jen Catholic University,
agreedto accept the charge of compiling a filing index and a catalogue, the execu-tion of which was confided to the
Rev. Theodore Riihl, professor of theUniversity. Thanks to the active intervention of Dr. Leighton Stuart,
Pre-sident of the Yenking University and Dr. William Pettus, President of theCollege of Chinese Studies with the
cooperation of Dr. Henry S. Houghton,President and of Mr. Trevor Bowen, Admin, istrator of the Peking
UnionMedical College, the Rockfeller Foundation granted a generous subsidy forthe work of compiling the filing
index and the catalogue. The work, begunin 1939, proved more tedious and difficult than had been foreseen.
Forthe war, coming eight months after the start, threatened to stop the under-taking altogether. Rev. Theodore
Ruhl had already left China during themonth of June. His successor, the Rev. Joseph Goerts D. Ph., Librarianof
the Catholic University, was compelled, in his turn, to absent himsefffor two years. The Librarian of the Peit'ang
was expecting to be sent tothe concentration camp at Weihsien : but the Japanese authorities, for rea-sons of health,
permitted him to remain at his post. Up to the present timethe international situation has interrupted all
communication with Europeand America, whence we were hoping, to obtain information not availablehere on the
spot. Consequently we had to resign ourselves to publishinga work incomplete in many points and in order not to
weary the patienceof those interested we could not wait for the completion of the filing indexto commence the
printing of the catalogue.
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