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OOO00O OO0 There, mensaid, lay the most advanced science of the Universe, sealed up in a strangely
constructed city, covered with the dust of eons. It had been seen from afar by this one; it had been reported by a
man gone mad with thirst; it had crept down the centuries in the literature of space.One and all agreed that Parva
and Parva alone contained the sum total of knowledge gathered by a vanished race, one which had been so far
advanced that ethereal~ communication with the planets had been possible, that its spaceships could land on
ground. That civilization had used atomic power, not radioactive fuel. Its men had been able to clothe themselves
against the rigors of the many uninhabitable planets. And then Parva alone remained of all that great culture and
Parva itself had died. But within it there must be the Great Secret. Of the Great Secret, men understood very little
save that which had been expressed in a short formula. But with that formula a man might master all. Fanner
Marston had no qualms about get out, for if he had the Great Secret, would not travel be a simple thing?. He could
see himself ardving in triumph on Earth, center of the universal culture which now obtained. He couldhear the
cheering thrortgs and fed the waves of adulation~ which would be his. And he could nearly taste the
liquors-fantastically expensive and satisfying-which he would drink, and feel the warm flesh of the women who
would love him, would love the master of the Universe. And he would tell men to go hither and thither; he would
move great armies and fleets; he would cause vast conquests, and kings would bow before his brilliance and his
might. For all of eternity he would be remembered. The Great Secret would be his.
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