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0000 Themoletook a piece of touchwood in his mouth,for it shines like fire in the dark,and went in front to
light them through the long,dark passage.\When they came to the dead bird,the mole put his broad nose through
the earth above till there was a large hole. Through this the light shone on the body of a dead swallow,with its pretty
wings folded down to its sides,and its head and legs drawn in beneath its feathers;the poor bird had certainly died of
cold. Thumbelina was very sorry for it,she was fond of all little birds;had they not sung and twittered for her so
prettily all through the summer?But the mole gave a kick at it with his short legs and said,"it will chirp no more
now.How miserable it must be to be born a little bird! Thank Heaven,none of my children will be that!Birds like
that have nothing in the world but their 'Kwee-wit!Kwee-wit!"and must starve to death in the winter,stupid things!"
"You may well say that,sensible creature as you are,"remarked the field-mouse."What has a bird to show for itself
when the winter comes,for all its "Kwee-witting'!It must starve and freeze to death! very romantic,| dare say! "
Thumbelina said nothing,but when the other two had turned their backs on the dead bird,she bent down over
it,brushed aside the feathers which lay over its head,and kissed its closed eyes."Perhaps it was this very one which
sang so prettily to me in the summer,"she thought;"what joy it gave me,the lovely,darling bird! " The mole now
stopped up the hole through which the daylight shone and escorted the ladies home.
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