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OO00O OO0  Thenextthing she knew she was trying to hug a jumping, panting, wriggling Jack, who
lapped her face and hands with his warm wet tongue. She couldn't hold him. He leaped and wriggled from her to
Pa to Ma and back to her again. "Well, I'm beat!" Pa said. "So am I," said Ma. "But did you have to wake the baby?"
She rocked Carrie in her arms, hushing her. Jack was perfectly well. But soon he lay down close to Laura and sighed
along sigh. His eyes were red with tiredness, and all the under part of him was caked with mud. Ma gave him a
cornmeal cake and he licked it and wagged politely, but he could not eat. He was too tired. "No telling how long he
kept swimming," Pa said. "Nor how far he was carded downstream before he landed." And when at last he reached
them, Laura called him a wolf, and Pa threatened to shoot him. But Jack knew they didn't mean it. Laura asked
him, "You knew we didn't mean it, didn't you, Jack ?" Jack wagged his stump of a tail; he knew. It was past bedtime.
Pa chained Pet and Patty to the feed-box at the back of the wagon and fed them their corn. Carrie slept again, and
Ma helped Mary and Laura undress. She put their long nightgowns over their heads while they stuck their arms into
the sleeves. They buttoned the neckbands themselves, and tied the strings of their nightcaps beneath their chins.
Under the wagon Jack wearily turned around three times, and lay downtosleep. D O D D OO0 OO0 DO OO
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