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0000 Thiswas agreed on,so we started off to a spot,not far distant,where we knew of a tree that would suit
us,which grew near thewater’s edge.As soon as we reached it,Jack threw off his coat,and,with strong blows of the
axe,cut at it for a quarter of an hour withoutceasing. Then,while he sat down to rest,l continued the

work. ThenPeterkin made an attack on it,so that when Jack once more began togive it powerful blows,a few
minutes’ cutting brought it down with aterrible sound. "Hurrah!"cried Jack."Let us cut off its head." So saying he
began to cut through the trunk again,at about six yardsfrom the thick end.This done,he cut three strong,short poles
from thethicker branches,with which to roll the log down the beach into thesea;for,as it was nearly two feet thick at
the large end,we could notmove it without such helps.With the poles,however,we rolled it slowlyinto the sea.
Having thus been successful in getting our boat into the water,wenext shaped the poles into rude oars,and then
tried to get on.This waseasy enough to do;but after seating ourselves on the log with one leg oneither side,it was
with the greatest difficulty that we kept it from rollinground and throwing us into the water.Not that we minded
that much;but we preferred, if possible,to fish in dry clothes. To be sure,ourtrousers were necessarily wet,as our legs
were in the water on each sideof the log;but as they could be easily dried,we did not care.After halfan hour's
practice,we were able to keep on the log fairly easily. Then Peterkin laid down his oar,and having put a whole
shell-fish onhis line,dropped it into deep water.
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