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[0 O "A bit of The Chase——the oldest wood in England. It is a lovely night,and why should we not prolong our

ride a little[]

"0 O "How could you be so treacherous[]

" said Tess, between archness andreal dismay, and getting rid of his arm by pulling open his fingers one byone,
though at the risk of slipping off herself. "Just when Ive been puttingsuch trust in you, and obliging you to please
you, because | thought I hadwronged you by that push]

Please set me down, and let me walk home."O O "You cannot walk home, darling, even if the air were clear. We
aremiles away from Trantridge, if | must tell you, and in this growing fog youmight wander for hours among these
trees."0 O "Never mind that," she coaxed. "Put me down, | beg you. | dont mindwhere it is; only let me get down,
sir, pleasel]

"0 O "Very well, then, I will——on one condition. Having brought youhere to this out-of-the-way place, I feel
myself responsible for your safe-conduct home, whatever you may yourself feel about it. As to your gettingto
Trantridge without assistance, it is quite impossible; for, to tell the truth,dear, owing to this fog, which so disguises
everything, | dont quite knowwhere we are myself. Now, if you will promise to wait beside the horsewhile I walk
through the bushes till | come to some road or house, andascertain exactly our whereabouts, 11l deposit you here
willingly. When Icome back 111 give you full directions, and if you insist upon walking youmay; or you may ride—
—at your pleasure."l] O She accepted these terms, and slid off on the near side, though not tillhe had stolen a
cursory kiss. He sprang down on the other side.[J (I "I suppose | must hold the horse[]

" said she.[J [ "Oh no; its not necessary," replied Alec, patting the panting creature."Hes had enough of it for
tonight."J [0 He turned the horses head into the bushes, hitched him on to a bough,and made a sort of couch or
nest for her in the deep mass of dead leaves.
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