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[ O eyes from the sunl] seemed to him to be floating through the air[] nearer and nearer] [1 We cannot take this
money [ panted Hans[ &rsquo;though we know your goodness m gwmg ItC] &rsquo;d |Why not[] indeed?f
asked Hilda t flushing O Becausel] &rsquo;repEed Hans[l bowing like a clownI butlooking with the eye of a
prince at the queenly sel(] &lsquo;we have not earned itC] &rsquo; Hilda was quick-witted[] She had noticed a
orettv wooden chain upon Gretel&rsquo;S neckd [1 [0 &lsquo;Carve me a chain[J Hans[ like the one your
sisterwears] &rsquo;d O That 1 will( ladyd with all my heart(] we have white&mdash;ood in the housel fine as
ivow[] you shall have oned tomorrow(] and Hans hastilY tried to retum the moneyd O O No[J no &lIsquo;said
Hilda deddedlyl] &rsquo;That sum will be but a poor price for the chainJ [ and off she dartedd outstripping the
fleetest among the skaters[] [J [J Hans sent a long[] bewildered gaze after her[ it was useless[] he felt] to make
any further resistancel] 0 O &Isquo;ltis right[] &rsquo;he muttered half to himself,half to his faithful shadow
[ GretelOd &rsquo;l must work hard every minutelJ and[J Sit up half the night if mother will let me burn a candle
[ but the chain shall be finishedJ We may keep the money[ Gretell] &rsquo;[] What a good little lady!&rsquo;
cried Gretel( clapping her hands with delight.&rsquo; Oh!Hans[ was it for nothing the stork settled on our roof
last summer?Do you rememberhow mother said it would bring US luckd and how she cried when Janzoon Kolp
shot him?And she said it would bring him troublel] But the luck has come to US at lasttNow[] Hans[I if mother
sends US to town tomorrow you can buy the skates in the market&mdash;placel] &rsquo;0 0 0 000 00O
O0oo0ooon
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00 &Idquo;d0 O O 0O O O O O O O Hans shook his head. The young lady would have given us the money to
buy skates; but if | earn it, Gretel, it shall be spent for wool. You must have a warm jacket.[] &quot;Oh! cried
Gretel, in real dismay, &quot;not buy the skates!Why, | am not often cold! Mother says the blood runs up and
down in poor childrens veins humming &quot;l must keep em warm! | must keep em warm.&quot;&quot;1 Oh,
Hans,&quot; she continued, with something like a sob,dont say you wont buy the skates, it makes me feel just like
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crying - besides, | want to be cold - I mean Im real,[J O awful warm - so now!&quot;[J Hans looked up hurriedly.
He had a true Dutch horror O of tears, or emotion of any kind, and, most of all, he dreaded to see his sisters blue
eyes overfowing.l O Now mind, cried Gretel, seeing her advantage, 11l feel awful if you give up the skates. | dont
want them.Im not such a stingy as that; but I wantyou to have them,and then when I get bigger theyll do for me -
oh-h -count the pieces, Hans. Did ever you see so many?[] [J Hans turned the money thoughtfully in his
palm.Never in all his life had he longed so intensely for a pair of skates, for he had known 0f the race, and had,
boy-like, fairly ached for a chance to test his powers with the other children. He felt confident that with a good pair
of steel runners he could readily distance most of the boys on the -.anal. Then, too, Gretels argument was so
plausible. On[d [0 :he other hand, he knew that she, with her strong but ithe little frame, needed but a weeks
practice on good[] unners to make her a better skater than Rychie Korbes or yen Katrinka Flack. AS soon as this
last thought flashed pon him his resolve was made. If Gretel would not havel] ae jacket, she should have the skates.
O O &quot;No, Gretel, he answered at last, &quot;l can wait. Some day Imay have money enough saved to buy a
rine pair You shall have these.[] (I &hellip;&hellip;
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