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According to Mikhail Bakhtin,character zones are formed from thecharacters'l] semi-discourses,[] fromvarious
forms of hidden transmissionfor the discourse of the other, and fromthe irruption of alien expressive ele-ments into
authorial discourse. Such azone is the range of action of thecharacter's voice, intermingling in oneway or another
with the author'svoice. In other words, the reader of anovel builds up a picture of the char-acter's identity not just
from directdescriptions of his or her actions orfrom "transcriptions" of his or herspeech, but from a wider zone of
ver-bal implication. Derived from Plato’s Timaeuswhere it is used to invoke a bridge orpassage between mind and
body, orthe intelligible and sensible worlds. Inrecent theory it has been taken up inFrench FEMINISM, notably by
JuliaKristeva and, more obliquely, byJacques Derrida in association witharchitecture. Both Kristeva and Der-rida
draw out the term's reference tospatiality——to the notions of site, lo-cale and region——and to women
andfemininity, the last in association withthe gendered meanings of "recept-able,” "nurse” and "mother."
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