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Part One Colonial Period and Early American Literature [ 1582——1789[1 IntroductionJohn SmithA
Description of New EnglandAnne BradstreetTo My Dear and Loving HusbandBenjamin FranklinThe
AutobiographyThomas JeffersonDeclaration of IndependencePart Two The Age of Nationalism and Romanticism
[0 1790 1860L1 IntroductionWashington IrvingRip Van WinkleJames Fenimore CooperThe DeerslayerWilliam
Cullen BryantThanatopsisEdgar Allen PoeTo HelenAnnabel LeeRalph Waldo EmersonThe American
ScholarNathaniel HawthorneThe Ministers Black VeilPart Three The Age of Realism and Naturalism [0 1861-1914
O IntroductionWalt Whitmanl Hear America SingingBeat! Beat! Drums!Emily DickinsonSuccess Is Counted
SweetestBecause | Could Not Stop for DeathSammel Langhorne Clemens Mark TwainThe Celebrated Jumping
Frog of Calaveras CountyBret HarteThe Outcasts of Poker FlatHenry JamesThe PupilHamlin GarlandUnder the
Lions PawPart Four The Birth of Modernism [J 1915119491 IntroductionRobert FrostThe Road Not TakenFire
and IceNothing Gold Can StayStopping by Woods on a Snowy EveningEugene ONeillThe Hairy ApeEarnest
HemingwayIn Another CountryF. S. FitzgeraldBabylon RevisitedWilliam FaulknerA Rose for EmilyPart Five The
Age of Modernism and Postmodernism 1950-199901 IntroductionBernard MalamudThe Magic BarrelSaul
BellowNobel Prize Acceptance Speechloseph I-lellerCatch-22N. Scott MomadayHouse Made of DawnLeslie
Marmon SilkoLullabyLouise ErdrichLove MedicinePhilip Milton RothAmerican PastoralJohn Simmons BarthLost
in the FunhouseToni MorrisonSong of SolomonMaxine Hong KingstonThe Woman WarriorReferences
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[0 O Given the practical difficulties of surviving in a wildernessl the early American colonists had little time to
produce works of literature or to encourage their creation. What was written and published in the seventeenth
century was almost exclusively religious or utilitarian in nature] with little distinction between the two. Poetry in
America began with Anne Bradstreets domestic and devotional verses collected without her approval by her
brother-in-law and published in London as The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America [ 16501 . This was one
of the first books of poetry ever published by a woman in English. The greatest seventeenth-century poet[]
however[] was the WestfieldJ MassachusettsC] clergyman Edward Taylor] whose intense and metaphysical
verse written as part of his private devotions remained in manuscript until they were discovered in the Yale Library
and published in 1939. Today Taylor is generally regarded as the greatest American poet before the nineteenth
century.[] [0 By 1700 there were half a million European Americans in all the colonies. Boston was the largest city
O with a population of seven thousand. The first half of the century would begin to show the loosening of the
religious grip by the Puritans on New England and the emergence of Yankee secular society. Although Puritan
control and influence were clearly waning(d the period still produced some of Puritanisms greatest literary
achievements[] most notably Cotton Mathers epic ecclesiastical history of New England] Magnalia Christi
Americana [J 170200 [0 and the works of the last great Puritan theologian] Jonathan Edwards.
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