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[0 O In the history of English literature[] Chaucer was the first man of letters to havemade great achievement in the
compositionof poetry[d] thus winning the title "father ofEnglish poetry " after death. Chaucer'sliterary career was
divided into threeperiodsC] the Frenchd the halian and theEnglish. His masterpiece is The Canterbu-ry Tales[]
in which he gives us a vivid pic-ture of contemporary English life[1 thereupon critics call him "a poet ofreal life". In
The TalcsO the storytellers come from all walks of life[] andalmost all medieval poetic forms are adopted by the
poet to tell his tales.We can safely say[] the book is a neat epitome of the medieval Englishlife and literature as well.
0 O Read the following lines from The Canterbury Tales[] [0 [0 When in April the sweet showers fallAnd pierce
the drought of March to the root[] and allThe veins are bathed in liquor of such power(d As brings about the
engendering of the flower;When also Zephyrus with his sweet breath[] Exhales an air in every grove and heath

[0 Upon the tender shoots] and the young sunHis half-course in the sign of the Ram has runlJ [0 And the small
fowl are making melody[] That sleep away the night with open eye-[1 So nature pricks them and their heart
engagesl] Then people long to go on pilgrimagest] And palmers long to seek the strange strandsd Of far-off saints
[0 hallowed in sundry landstJ OO And specially] from every shire's endOf EnglandJ] down to Canterbury they
wend[] To seek the holy blissful martyrd quickD D 0D 00000000000 0O0O0ODOO0O0O0OO0O
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