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[0 O As one of the cradles of human civilization, China has produced a vast library of great literature over the past
five thousand years. Like that of many other nations,Chinese literature is the essence of Chinese thought, the
treasure of Chinese culture;it is the record of our forefathers struggles against heaven and earth, providing vivid
depictions of the material and spiritual lives of Chinese in both ancient and modern times.[J [J In the long history
of Chinese literature, a series of masterful figures emergedingenres such as poetry, fiction, and drama. Unlike the
ruling emperors, these writ-ers, sitting on the "throne" of Chinese characters, write about China in pride and
elegance with their brushes. Because of their writings, Chinese history becomes more vivid and interesting. And
these writers have become immortal with their writings.[0 [0 Over the course of history, many works of literature
have been lost to politicalupheavals or to the ravages of time. Even so, a great amount of masterpieces of Chinese
literature, whether poems, stories, essays, novels, or dramas, have been hand-ed down to the present. The Book of
Songs, Li Sao, poetry of the Tang and Song dynasties, drama from the Yuan, and novels from the Ming and Qing
dynasties allexhibit their own unique styles. These works cover a wide range of subjects, reflecton and respond to
such eternal themes as love and death, nature and humankind, so-ciety and individual life, etc.
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00 O O O O O teaches at the Departmentd of[] Chinese Language and Literature at Nan jing University and
served as the Assistant Director of the Confucius Institute at the University of Waterloo in Canada from 2007 to
2009.00 O O O O a bilingual lauthor, teaches at Renison University College and serves as the Director of the

Confucius Institute at the University of Waterloo, Canada.
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Chapter One Sial Jing and Li Saol. General Description2. Introduction to Shi Jing3. Selections from Shi Jing4.
Introduction to Qu Yuan5. Selected Works from Qu Yuan6. Further Readings7. Topics for DiscussionChapter
Two Historical Narrativesl. General Description2. Introduction to Shi Ji3. Selections from Shi Ji4. Further
Readings5. Topics for DiscussionChapter Three Literature in the Wei and Jin Period1. General Description2.
Introduction to the Works of Tao Yuan ming3. Selected Works from Tao Yuan ming4. Further Readingss. Topics
for DiscussionChapter Four Poetry in the Tang Dynastyl. General Description2. Introduction to the Poems of Li
Bai3. Selected Poems of Li Bai4. Introduction to the Poems of Du Fu5. Selected Poems of Du Fu6. Further
Readings7. Topics for DiscussionChapter Five Ci in the Song Dynastyl. General Description2. Introduction to the
Ci of Su Shi3. Selected Works of Su Shi4. Introduction to the Ci of Li Qingzhao5. Selected Works of Li Qingzhao6.
Further Readings7. Topics for DiscussionChapter Six Essays in the Tang and Song Dynastiesl. General
Description2. Introduction to the Works of Liu Zongyuan3. Selected Works of Liu Zongyuan4. Introduction to
the Works of Ouyang Xiu5. Selected Works of Ouyang Xiu6. Further Readings?7. Topics for DiscussionChapter
Seven Drama in the Yuan Dynasty1. General Description2. Introduction to Dou E Yuan3. Selection from Dou E
Yuan4. Introduction to The Western Chamber5. Selection from The Western Chamber6. Further Readings?.
Topics for DiscussionChapter Eight Novels of the Ming and Qing Dynastiesl. General Description2. Introduction
to Dream of the Red Chamber3. Selection from Dream of the Red Chamber4. Further Readings5. Topics for
DiscussionChapter Nine Modern Chinese Literaturel. General Description2. Introduction to the Stories of Lu
Xun3. Selected Works of Lu Xun4. Introduction to the Poems of Xu Zhimo5. Selected Poems of Xu Zhimoé.
Further Readings7. Topics for DiscussionChapter Ten Contemporary Chinese Literaturel. General Description2.
Introduction to the Works of Zhang Jie3. Selection from Zhang Jies Works4. Introduction to the Works of Zhang
Chengzhib. Selection from Zhang Chengzhis Works6. Further Readings7. Topics for DiscussionAppendix[]
Glossaryd Chronological Table and Major Literary EventsC] Acknowledgments
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