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[0 O Dr.Irene Pepperberg] a scientist at the University of Arizonall has worked with Alef fornineteen
years.Teaching Alex to speak and understand wasn’ t easy at first.He had to learn oneword at a time.Irene and an
assistant] [0 [ O would teach Alex by showing him what a wordmeant.Irene would hold up ail object[] saying

“ What' sthis[

" Her assistant would give the word“ candy” [ for example——while Alex watched.kene would praise] [ [
[ her assistant[] then ask Alex the name for the object.Vlen he got it right] Irene would praise him and give
himthe object to play with as a reward.It took Alex many weeks to learn his first word. After that[] each new word
became easier and easier for him.[J [0 Why did kene spend So much time getting a parrot to talk[]

Scientists like Irene ale interestedin discovering how inteUigent[] [ [0 [0 animals are and how their brains] [ [
[0 work.But studying animal intelligence has been difficultd partly because animals haven’ t been able to
communicate [J [J [J clearly with humans.Teaching Alex to speak words that he understands has let kene talkto
him directly.She Can ask him questions[] and he can answer them in English.In this way[J Irene is finding out what
kinds of things Alex’ S brain call do.She has found that parrots are much smarter than scientists used to think.
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