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OO000O OO0 AndwhenSir Thomas Fairfax saw how manly and brave his young friendwas, and how very
exact and careful in all that he did, he said: "Here is a boywho gives promise of great things. I can trust him." Before
the winter was over he had made a bargain with George to surveyhis lands that lay beyond the Blue Ridge
mountains. | have already told you that at this time nearly all the country west of themountains was a wild and
unknown region. In fact, all the westem part ofVirginia was an unbroken wildemess, with only here and there a
hunter's campor the solitary hut of some daring woodsman. But Sir Thomas hoped that by having the land
surveyed, and some part ofit laid out into farms, people might be persuaded to go there and settle. Andwho in all
the colony could do this work better than his young friend, GeorgeWashington? It was a bright day in March, 1748,
when George started out on his firsttrip across the mountains. His only company was a young son of
WilliamFairfax of Belvoir. The two friends were mounted on good horses; and both had guns, forthere was fine
hunting in the woods. It was nearly a hundred miles to themountain-gap through which they passed into the
country beyond. As therewere no roads, but only paths through the forest, they could not travel very fast. After
several days they reached the beautiful valley of the Shenandoah.They now began their surveying. They went up the
river for some distance;then they crossed and went down on the other side. At last they reached thePotomac River,
near where Harper's Ferry now stands. At night they slept sometimes by a camp-fire in the woods, and
sometimesin the rude hut of a settler or a hunter. They were often wet and cold. Theycooked their meat by broiling
it on sticks above the coals. They ate withoutdishes, and drank water from the running streams.
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