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[0 O Pythagoras and His School[] [0 Pythagoras [1 570-500 BC was born in Samoa, a Greek island off the coast
of what is now Turkey. According to ancient sources [ lamblichus, Porphyry and Diogenes Liberties(] , he
traveled and studied in the Persian empire, which extended then from northern Greece to the Indus Valley and
included ancient Mesopotamia. We know [ Plimpton 32200 that the Babyloni- ans understood what is now called
the theorem of Pythagoras, although the latter may have given the first proof. Pythagoras may have learned the
theory of Pythagorean triangles from the Babylonians.[0 According to the above mentioned sources, Pythagoras
also studied under the Zoroastrian priests, the so-called Magi. However, judging from his belief in reincarnation
and his vegetarianism, it is more likely that he was influenced by Hindu tradition. Even his mathematics has an
Indian flavour.[1 About 525 BC, Pythagoras emigrated to Croton [1 modern Crotonel] in southern Italy, where
he founded a society, half-way between a political party and a religious cult, which came to be known as the
Pythagorean Brotherhood. Some members of this society were admitted to an inner circle consisting of the
so-called mathematicians..J The word mathematics was in fact introduced by Pythagoras. The first part of this
word is an old Indo-European root, related to the English word mind. The modern meaning of mathematics is due
to Aristotle.
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