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00 O O Roger Ebertwww. Chicago sun-times.com [ revised[] The image that everyone remembers from Singin‘in
the Rain is GeneKelly, dressed in a yellow slicker, hanging from a lamp-post and swinging hisumbrella in the wild
joy of new love. The scene builds to a gloriouslysaturated ecstasy as Kelly Stomps through the puddles of water in
thegutters, making big wet splashes. The entire sequence, from the moment Kelly begins to dance until themoment
the cop looks at him strangely, is probably the most joyous musicalsequence ever filmed. It celebrates a man who
has just fallen in love and hasgiven himself over to heedless celebration. And the rainwater provides thedancer with
a tactile medium that reflects his joy in its own noisy way.Singin' in the Rain has been voted one of the greatest films
of all time ininternational critics’ polls, and is routinely called the greatest of all theHollywood musicals. I don't
think there's any doubt about that. There are othercontenders m Top Hat, Swing Time, An American in Paris, The
Bandwagon,Oklahoma, West Side Story—— but Singin' in the Rain comes first because it isnot only from
Hollywood, it is about Hollywood. It is set at the moment in thelate 1920s when the movies first started to talk, and
many of its best gagsinvolve technical detais.
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