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00 O O Now that we are halfway through the first decade of the twenty-first century, we have decided to modify the
title of the seventh edition of our text to The Twentieth Century and Beyond: A Global History. We are also adding
a new co-author, Michael Schroeder,an expert on Latin America. We have tried, however, to keep in mind the
principles that have guided us m preparing the previous editions, beginning in the early 1980s. Thus,the five of us,
with specialties in five different regions of the world, have retained a balanced global treatment regarding regions as
well as different types of history and periods of the twentieth century and beyond. Believing that science,
technology, economic forces, and culture have all been significant in this period, we continue to begin eachma jor
section of the text with an overview of developments in these spheres, as well as those of sociopolitical forces and
international affairs. Unlike many other twentieth-century texts, we have also given ample treatment to the first few
decades of the century.Ano ther guiding principle from the beginning has been to make the text as userfriendly to
students as possible. Thus, we have organized and written the book with this principle always utmost in our minds,
and in this new edition have taken several new steps to further this goal, as discussed in the "What Is Different, and
Why" section below.Although keeping the students’ needs in mind, we have also written a text that
allowsinstructors a great deal of flexibility While providing sufficient analysis, we have done so as objectively as
possible and shied away from any heavily interpretive or ideologicaltype of approach. Thus, professors with
differing viewpoints can use the text without it contradicting their own interpretation of.twentieth-century history.
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