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[0 O Baudrillard also argues that we have moved beyond a society characterized by alienation] he sometimes also
uses the Durkheimian term* anomie” 9 in the same context[] .He labels the era of alienation and anomie the
political era and sees it as one characterized by crisisC] violencel] and revolution.[] There was no alienation in
primitive societiest] which were characterized by symbolic exchange.[J However[d we have moved beyond the
political era and its alienation and now live in a transpolitical era characterized by anomalies that he sees as
aberrations lackin2 in any consequenceld Baudrillard[] 19831 199001 261 .0 Alienation and anomie[] in contrast
O had substantial and significant consequences.[] As an example of such anomaliesC] he uses the hostages taken by
terrorists. Hostage taking is an aberration that rarely. if everd has any larger consequences. The terrorists are not apt
to achieve their Obiec. fives in taking the hostages.Furthermorel[] since the status of the hostage is ab. solutely
arbitrary and random[J anyone in the wrong place at the wrong time could become a hostagel] .his existence
indicates that there are” no longer even any rules for the game of his life or death...he[the hostagel is beyond
alienation” [ Baudrillard(J 19831 199007 35[0 .However[] Baudrillard[J 19831 199007 35[1J goes further to
arguel] “ We are all hostages.” Hence.we are all beyond alienation(] we are merely aberrations lacking in any
meaning or consequence.Baudrillard places this view in his broader theoretical perspectivel] [1 [1 We are all
hostages. and we are all terrorists. This circuit has replaced that other one of master and slavesl] the dominating and
the dominated[]

the exploiters and the exploited. Gone is the constellation of the slave and the proletarian] from now on it is the
hostage and the terrorist.Gone is the constellation of alienation[] from now on it is that of terror. It is worse than
the one it replaces.but at least it liberates us from the liberal nostalgia and the ruses of history.It is the era of the
transpolitical that is beginning.[] O 00 Baudrillard.1 9831 199001 3901 italics added[] [0 [0 ThusJ the era of the
meaningful capitalist.proletariat relationship is over.and it has been replaced by the utterly meaningless relationship
between terrorist and hostage.And.to Baudrillard.the latter is far* worse” than its predecessors.[] [ It is worth
noting that even though Baudrillard radically sepgrated himself from Marx[J Kroker[ in Featherstone[d 199101 85
[ describes Baudrillard as* the last and the best of the Marxists.” Nevertheless.Baudrillard leaves no doubt.even
in his early work.that he feels it necessary to move beyond Marx’ s theory “ the mirror ofpro. duction in which
all Wlestern metaphysics is reflected.must be broken” [ Bau. drillard.1 9730 1 97501 4700 .While Marxian
concepts sought to destroy the imperial. ism of bourgeois concepts.Marxism did much the same thing as bourgeois
thinking in creating” trans.historical” ideas and concepts. Thus[]

Marxian thinking iust like bourgeois thinking[] needs to be shattered.[] [ Having begun the process of
shattering Marxian theory and its attendant con. ceptst] Baudrillard is confronted with the issue of finding an
alternative perspective. That alternative begins to emerge more clearly in Symbolic Exchange and Death.
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