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[0 O On the other hand[ our intuition tells us that somehow in ourthought all the different meanings of softare
related] perhaps relatedmore tightly and in a qualitatively different way than the meanings ofcat and dog, or
evenmother and father. For instance, in interpreting novel utterances. If we know what catmeans, we shall not be
ableto guess what cat and dog means unless we also know what dogmeans. But if we know what soft means, we
know what it means bothin soft pillow and soft voice. Or rather, if we know whatsoft(as insoft pillow)means, we
can guess what soft2 (as in soft voice) means,and guess correctly. Even when we hear soft-phrases which are
cornpletely novel for us, we do not twist our minds in an effort to understand them( we just understand them

(I To notice how widespread suchcross-sensory uses of words are one only has to watch television:\Whywear
cotton, if you can wear silk? could have been about clothes, but itwas about Galaxy chocolates, and it worked. Silk
is softer and smootherthan cotton, tastes also have degrees of softness and smoothness. Whenwe watch this advert,
we may want to try a Galaxy, but we do not wonder whether it is appropriate to call tastes soft, as we call soft
thoseobjects that give us tactile sensations of softness. The kind of peoplewho wonder about such things also
wonder why this is so.
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