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00 O O O It's quite clear that in the current educational system, girls are outpacing boys when it comes tohigher
education. Boys are now only 46% of the total college enrollment, and it gets worse thehigher rhe level of
attainment-female students now earn 60% of bachelor's degrees.[] Interestingly, this gender split.is not there yet for
Hispanics, where the boys in college stilloutnumber the girls. The imbalance is worst among Blacks, and it's almost
as bad for Asians.J Also, one shouldn't misunderstand the data. It's not clear that boys are doing worse than in the
past [J as is commonly misreported , it's just that girls are doing so much better. As Ashley wrote lastweek, overall
college enrollment is higher today than it's ever been in history.What will make it more complicated for the
Commission on Civil Rights is the tie-breakerphenomenon. As yet, | doubt any colleges need to admit
under-qualified boys to achieve genderbalance. Rather, because there is such an oversupply of applicants, there
are more than enough girlsand boys who meet most college's SAT and_.GPA standargis [ there's just a lot more
girlst] .Admissions officers can basically let gender be the rie-breaker. Their jncoming freshman boys won'tbe
noticeably'behind the girls, just that more girls on the bubble end up rejected. Why do collegeswant balanced
gender, other than it's traditional (J

Well, what some colleges are finding is that whenthey tick up to 60% girls, high school boys stop applying there.
Why they're doing so is unclear,but the consequence is: some schools will suddenly have very few boys at all. That
tipping pointisn't very far off for a lot of colleges.Now, to be clear, it is currently illegal under Title IX to
discriminate against girls. And also,this is not the same as past affirmative action admission preferences for Blacks
and Hispanics. Butjust for the purposes of argument, let's say-entirely hypothetically-that the law was
changed.What if colleges decided preserving some gender balance was so important to their mission that
theystarted having slightly lower standards for boys than girls. Either because they wanted to preventbecoming
female-only campuses, or they just wanted to make sure boys got the benefit of highereducation.5
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