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Mr. Zinger, charged him with slander and kept him in prison for 9 months. Mr. Zingercould not find a New York
lawyer to defend him because of the governor's power. But aleading lawyer from Philadelphia agreed to defend Mr.
Zinger. He was Andrew .Hamilton,white-haired and almost 80 years old.The trial opened, the jury chosen and
charges read. At that time, the law on slandersaid that jury could decide only if the person accused published in the
newspaper named inthe charges. The question of whether words published were true or not was to be decidedby
the judge. Mr. Zinger told the court he was innocent. Then the lawyer from Philadelphiarose, admitted that Mr.
Zinger did publish the newspaper as charged. But Mr. Hamiltoncontinued. The publishing of a newspaper does
not make a person guilty of slander. He saidthat words themselves must be proved false or slanderous. Otherwise
Mr. Zinger is inno-cent. The judge warned Mr. Hamilton that he, the judge, would decide if the words
wereslanderous or not. Mr. Hamilton quickly turned to the jury and asked them to decide. Hesaid that it was their
right to decide whether the alleged slander was in fact the truth. In hisfinal statement to the jury, Mr. Hamilton said
the question was much bigger than the char-ges against Mr. Zinger. He said the question was liberty and right of
people to oppose dis-honesty and tyranny by speaking and writing the truth. After a brief discussion the jury
de-clared that Mr. Zinger was not guilty and cheers broke out in the courtroom. The decisionestablished the
principle of freedom of the press in the American Colonies. Mr. Hamiltonwas praised as a hero. Through the years
the fame of Mr. Zinger trial and praise forMr. Hamilton has spread throughout the country. And so it is believed
that the expression"as smart as a Philadelphia lawyer" honors the man from Philadelphia who successfully
de-fended the freedom of the press to print the truth.

Page 5



0000 O, tushu007.com
<«<OQ00O00Oooododss

goon

gobbobbbuodggooobbbbbuoooogobbobbboooooobobbobboooog

U
gobbbbbugoogobbbbbodoogobboooo
gobbobbbuodoooobbobbuooooon

Page 6



0000 O, tushu007.com
<«<OQ00O00Oooododss

goon

gobboooboupbDFODODDODOOOO0O0O0OO0OOOODOOO

0000000 :http://www.tushu007.com

Page 7



