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O O &hellip;&hellip;d De OOO0O0O00OO0OOOOOOOO Preface 11O O Witnessing &ldquo;lf too
poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your fortune, and if you want to make big money, go to the factories&rdquo;
[0 O &mdash;&mdash;A string of pearls by the road of history[] [1 From the late Qing dynasty until the Republic
of China, another large migration occurred in China, along with associated great changes in societal formation. In
order to support the family, or to make money, or to avoid wars and disasters, the people did not hesitate to cross
over mountains and valleys and were not afraid of travelling overseas. They made up their minds and left their
hometowns with tears and with hope. They left their aged parents, their beautiful wives, and their young children,
and stepped out on long journeys, heading towards alien lands.(J O In China, we see Sichuan, Jiangsu, and
Zhejiang people everywhere. And &ldquo;venturing into Northeast China&rdquo; and &ldquo;expanding west
out of Shanxi&rdquo; were the greatest and the most beautiful life symphonies played by the men and women in
the north of China.[] [J The areas that Chinese people moved to and worked hard in to run businesses were not
limited to China. There were the hastening figures of Fujian and Cantonese people who went to Europe and
Southeast Asian countries.[] [1 Among these batches of migrants leaving their hometowns and moving about, the
Tengchong people&rsquo;s &ldquo;Going to Foreign Lands&rdquo; highlights the fact that modern and
present-day Yunnan people did their best to get out of the basin, crossing valleys with a philosophy of unyielding
spirit. Usually, people comment that the Yunnan people are closed-minded, conservative, traditional, and
stubborn, but the migrations show it is not so.[] O In Tengchong&rsquo;s folklore, &ldquo;If too poor, go to the
foreign lands to seek your fortune, and if you want to make big money, go to the factories&rdquo; isa common
saying that has been popular for about one hundred years. &ldquo;lf too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your
fortunes&rdquo; means if you are too poor to make your living, then you chose Burma in Southeast Asia as your
main destination to make a living and run a business. &ldquo;If you want to make big money, go to the
factories&rdquo; means if you want to build up your family fortunes, then you go to the jade factories and the
other mines in Burma to venture into the mining business.[] [ These few words reveal the reality of the Tengchong
people&rsquo;s running businesses and surviving, and they form a condensed view of a whole century of life,
which was full of complex, soul-stirring joys and sorrows, separations and reunions, stories of love, and many
legends of thriving trade, both of the poorest and the richest.[] [0 The means of survival captured in these seven
Chinese characters, &ldquo;If too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your fortune, and if you want to make big
money, go to the factories&rdquo; has changed the life conditions of thousands of Tengchong people, colored
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Tengchong brightly as an overseas Chinese county, made Tengchong a prominent trade culture county, promoted
the Tengchong people&rsquo;s wisdom and talents, and endowed Tengchong people with bravery and wits.[]

(] Today when we are appreciating the sentence, &ldquo;lf too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your fortune,
and if you want to make big money, go to the factories,&rdquo; there may appear before our eyes a long, colorful,
changing, and mysterious road, which will push us into researching and discovering the Yunnan-Burma road,
exploring the historic sites, and knowing the brilliant and moving life stories that Tengchong people have left on
this road, the courageous spirit of each one stepping into the breach as another falls.[] [J So please read this book
carefully. The chapters of this book consist of &ldquo;old photos&rdquo;. The oldest photos are about one to two
hundred years old. Most of the photos were taken after the 1940s. These photos cover many subjects, but the
photos relating to &ldquo;If too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your fortune, and if you want to make big
money, go to the factories&rdquo; are the most special and the most valuable.[I [0 We can interpret these photos
as follows.[J [J First, life is connected with walking. &ldquo;People on a trip&rdquo; symbolizes our life and is
actually our true life. It is well known that Tengchong is located at an important point of the South Silk Road. Our
ancestors had been walking on this road back and forth for many years. This branch of the Silk Road leads to
Burma, crosses India, and then goes all over the world. It is always related to the dreams of exploring, creating, and
seeking development, and also is related to the Chinese people&rsquo;s willingness to make friends with people
from all over the world. The Tengchong people&rsquo;s saying, &ldquo;lf too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek
your fortune, and if you want to make big money, go to the factories,&rdquo; was a creation of the time of this old
event of Chinese people journeying along the South Silk Road, and it has a long tradition of inheritance since then.
Knowing this point makes us want to read about this phenomenon with a broad view and in greater detail.[]

(1 Second, Tengchong is located at the border to Burma, which decides its geographic function in Southwest
China. In ancient times, and in World War Il against the Japanese, Tengchong was the most important and
strategic frontier county. Today, it deserves to be called the bridge and gateway to the southwest. The photos of this
book have cultural and historical source value from all points of view, because of the information they reveal and
the old scenes and old customs they present.[] [ In today&rsquo;s times of reforming and opening up, and in
Yunnan province&rsquo;s bridge building and gateway strategy to the southwest, this book on Tengchong can be
regarded as &ldquo; The yellow flower in the battle field&rdquo; (from Chairman Mao&rsquo;s words).[]

O Third, during those hard times of &ldquo;going to foreign lands&rdquo; and &ldquo;going to the
factories,&rdquo; there were some lucky people with great wealth. Most of these people had experienced three
stages of fate as &ldquo;wanderer-entrepreneur-wealthy.&rdquo; In other words, after they went from being
normal people to become trade elites, their life conditions changed. Overseas experience broadened their horizons
and their minds. Many of them had a sentimental attachment to their family, country, and the country people.
They became social elites, feeling thankful to do good for the country people. They helped the poor, repaired
roads, donated to set up schools, built houses to beautify their hometowns, sponsored the Democratic Revolution
in China, or supported West Yunnan War again the Japanese. We won&rsquo;t mention everything here. In a
word, they embodied the main spirits of Tengchong, which are &ldquo;do good, benefit the people, benefit the
hometown, develop Yunnan, and revitalize the country&rdquo;.[] [ In all these old Tengchong photos, it is not
difficult to find the profound meaning which is contained in the seemingly plain, smell the sweet fragrance in the
plain flowers, and make out the multitude of colors from the colorless cultural remains.C] O | have thought all
along that the tide of reformation, openness, and going out that has developed in the folk of modern and present
Tengchong really has continued from the past and has never stopped, whether it has been clearly said or not.
&ldquo;If too poor, go to the foreign lands to seek your fortune, and if you want to make big money, go to the
factories&rdquo; is the best witness. If we regard the excellent photos from this book as pearls of culture, they can
seen as strung along this historic road that has been walked for a hundred and a thousand years.[1 [0 Humanity
Readings Department of ] [ Yunnan People&rsquo;s Publishing House
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