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This set of readers comprises stories, poems and essays selected to inculcate knowledge and moral principles. It was
authorized by the Ministry of Victorian Education and provided to school-children in state and most independent
schools across Australia during the first half of the twentieth century, when state-based school readers were
produced. Many Australians recall school readers with nostalgia and affection, since they provided children with
reading material when few families had access to a wide range of fiction and non-fiction.

The Readers were not simply read by children; they were used as literacy materials. This means that children
listened to them and read them, silently and aloud, many times over; some texts were committed to memory; and
children were drilled in and tested for their capacity to read and understand the content of the Readers.

The aim of the committee established to select material was to choose items such as possessed literary merit, were
informative, were likely to arouse interest, and were suitable as regards the average standard of attainment of the
grade or forms for which the book was intended.
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