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0000 Theywalked up from the beach through a meadow that was soaking wet with dew,following the young
Indian who carried a lantern. Then they went into the woods and followed a trail that led to the logging road that
ran back into the hills.It was much lighter on the logging road as the timber was cut away on both sides.The young
Indian stopped and blew out his lantern and they all walked on along the road. They came around a bend and a
dog came out barking.Ahead were the lights of the shanties where the Indian barkpeelers lived.More dogs rushed
out at them.The two Indians sent them back to the shanties.In the shanty nearest the road there was a light in the
window.An old woman stood in the doorway holding a lamp. Inside on a wooden bunk lay a young Indian
woman.She had been trying to have her baby for two days.All the old women in the camp had been helping
her.The men had moved off up the road to sit in the dark and smoke out of range of the noise She made.She
screamed just as Nick and the two Indians followed his father and Uncle George into the shanty.She lay in the
lower bunk,very big under a quilt.Her head was turned to one side.In the upper bunk was her husband.He had cut
his foot very badly with an ax three days before.He was smoking a pipe.The room smelled very bad. Nick's father
ordered some water to be put on the stove,and while it was heating he spoke to Nick. "This lady is going to have a
baby,Nick," he said."l know," said Nick. "You don't know," said his father."Listen to me.What she is going through
iscalledbeinginlabor. 0 O O 000 00O0OOOODODOOOOO0OOOOODODOOOOOOOOODOO
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