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Chapter 8Minor EventsThen there were sighs, the deeper for suppression, And stolen glances, sweeter for the theft,
And burning blushes, though for no transgression. Don Juan, canto. |, stanza. he angelic sweetness that flowed
from Mme de Renal's character and from her current state of happiness was only a trifle disturbed when she came
to think about her lady's maid, Ilisa. This girl had received an inheritance, and went off to Cure ChElan to make her
confes- sion, telling him of her plan to marry Julien. The Cure was truly delighted at his friend's happiness; but
extremely surprised when Julien said with a resolute air that he was unable to accept Mlle Ilisa's offer.those in
power, your everlasting ruin is assured. You could make your fortune, but you must grind down the poor, flatter
the sub-prefect, the Mayor, the man of reputation, and cater to his passions: such conduct, which society at large
calls knowledge of the world, might, for a layman, not be absolutely incompatible with salvation; but, in our calling,
it is necessary to choose; one must make one's fortune in this world or the other, there is no middle way. Go now,
my friend, think, and return in three days, time to give me a definite answer. | dimly make out, to my sorrow, a
somber flame in the depths of your being, which doesn't speak to me of the moderation and perfect abnegation of
worldly advantage necessary to a priest; | predict good things for your intellect; but allow me to say this to you,
went on the good Curb, with tears in his eyes, in the priesthood | would tremble for your salvation. Julien was
ashamed of his emotion; for the first time in his life he felt himself to be loved; he wept with delight, and went to
hide his tears in the great woods above Verrires. Why do | find myself in this state? he asked himself at last; | feel
that | would give my life a hundred times over for this good Cure Chelan, yet he has demonstrated to me that | am
no more than a fool. It is him above all that | ought to deceive, and he sees right through me. This hidden flame he
talks about —— it's my ambition to make my fortune. He thinks me unworthy of being a priest, and that at the
very moment when | thought the sacrifice of an income of fifty louis would have given him the highest notion of
my piety and my vocation. In the future, went on Julien, I will rely only on those parts of my character | have tested.
Who would have thought | would have found pleasure in shedding tears! —— that | would love someone who
shows me that | am no better than a fool! text was a calumny, but what does that matter? He told the Curb, with
much hesitation, that from the very first there had been a reason deterring him from the projected marriage which
—— because it was detrimental to another —— he had been unable to explain to him. This amounted to
impugning Elisa's conduct. M. Chelan was conscious of a certain worldly vehemence in his manner, very far from
that which should animate a youthful Levite. My friend, he advised once more, become a good independent
country dweller, worthy and educated, rather than a priest without vocation. So far as langu ge went, Julien
responded very cleverly o these renewed remonstrances; he found words which a ervent young seminarist might
have used; but his tone in deploying them, and the ill-concealed passion that shone from his eyes, alarmed M.
Chlan. Itis unnecessary to fear for Julien's future; he worked out the correct diction for a cunning and cautious
hypocrisy. Not too bad considering his age. As to the tone and gestures—— he lived with country folk; he had
been deprived of sight of the great models. Later, he needed hardly to come near these gentlemen before he
excelled in gesture as well as words. Mine de Rnal was amazed that her maid's new prosper- ity failed to make the
girl happier; she saw her constantly going to see the Cur and returning with tears in her eyes. Eventually Ilisa spoke
to her about her marriage. Mine de Rnal felt herself to be ill; a kind of fever pre- vented her from sleeping; she
awoke to existence only when her maid or Julien was under her eyes. All she could think of as them, and the
happiness they would find together. The poverty of their little house, where one had to live on an income of fifty
louis, presented itself to her in ravishing colours. Julien could very well make himself an advocate in Bray, the
sub-prefecture two leagues from Verrires; in which case she would sometimes see him.
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