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内容概要

本书在题材选取、课文编写、词汇范围、知识结构等诸方面都注重知识性、趣味性、可读性、实用性
、时效性、示范性、可模仿性；而内容充实、语言规范、逻辑清晰、表现力强又是本书的显著优点。
同时，为了节省学习者查阅词典的精力和时间，准确地理解词义和课文，每课都附有词汇表（包括词
和词组、国际音标、词性、简明汉语释义）。
对于一些课文中的较复杂的语言现象和提到的历史人物，事件及自然科学的一些问题，在附注中以汉
语作必要的、简练的讲解。
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章节摘录

　　Juvenile Delinquency　　Juverule delinquency means criminal behavior， especially that carried out by a
juvenile. Depending on the nation of origin， a juvenile becomes an adult anywhere between the ages of 15 to 18，
although the age is sometimes lowered for murder and other serious crimes. Delinquency implies conduct that
does not conform to the legal or moral standards of society; it usually applies only to acts that， if performed by an
adult， would be　　termed criminal. It is thus distinguished from a status offense， a term applied in the United
States and other national legal sys-tems to acts considered wrongful when committed by a juvenile but not when
committed by an adult.　　In Western countries， delinquent behavior is most common in the 14- to
15-year-old age group. At age 14， most delinquent conduct involves minor theft. By age 16 or 17， more violent
and dangerous acts， including assault and the use of a weapon， become increasingly prevalent. Most
delinquents do not continue this behavior into their adult life， for， as the ircumstances of their lives change and
they get a job， marry， or simply ma-ture out of their turbulent adolescence， their conduct usually falls in line
with societal standards. Although the evidence is ambiguous， most delinquents adjust to a non- criminal life，
yet the proportion of elinquents who become criminals is higher than that of non-delinquents. In the United States
， boys make up 80 percent of the delinquent population， and this rate is similar throughout Europe and Japan.
　　Schools are often the forum in which delinquent behavior originates. Most delinquents perform poorly in
school and are unhappy in the school environment. Many delinquents are dropouts who leave school at an early
age but have no job opportunities. Juvenile gangs often perform delinquent acts， not solely out of frustration with
society but also out of a need to　　attain status within their group. A gang can provide the re-wards a juvenile
cannot get from his school or other institution.　　Efforts have been made to identify potential delinquents at an
early age in order to provide preventive treatment. Such predictions of delinquency generally depend not only on
the child's behavior in school but also on the quality of the child's home life. There are many elements that
delinquents share in their home lives. Their parents are frequently heavy drinkers who are involved in crime
themselves and are unable to provide　　emotional or financial support for their children.　Discipline is
inconsistent and often relies on physical force. Most attempts to detect future delinquents have failed， however.
Indeed， it has been found that the stigma of being identified as a potential delinquent often causes the child to
commit delinquent acts.　　⋯⋯
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编辑推荐

《博古通今英语阅读4》内容涉及古今中外题材新颖、有趣涵盖面广，但又并非过于专业化而高深莫
测，因而适用于任何专业的大学生，这确是一本不可多得的备考书目，而英语自学者也一定会从中获
益匪浅。
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