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00O 0O OO O O The use of the word cannon marks the introduction in the 15th century of a dedicatedfield
carriage with axle, trail and animal-drawn limber——-this produced mobile field pieces thatcould move and
support an army in action, rather than being found only in siege and staticdefenses. The reduction in the size of the
barrel was due to improvements in both iron tech-nology and gunpowder manufacture. The first mobile weapon is
usually credited to Jan Ziz-ka, who deployed his oxen-hauled cannon during the Hussite Wars of Bohemia

[0 1418-14240 .However cannon were still large and cumbersome. With the rise of musketry in the 16th cen-tury
cannon were largely displaced from the battlefield——the cannon were too slow and cum-bersome to be used and
too easily lost to a rapid enemy advance.
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