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(0 O At the start of Hitlers arrogant expansion in Europel] the Britishgovernment followed a foreign policy of
nonintervention or appease-ment.[] Together with Francel [ it signed the notorious MunichAgreement with
Hitler. But Hitler soon went back on his word andattacked Poland which Britain and France were bound by treaty
to de-fend. Britain was thus forced to declare war on Germany and the Sec-ond World War broke out in
Septemberd 1939. Because of its ap-peasement policy] Britain was ill prepared for war. Its army sufferedrepeated
defeats on the European Continent. To deal with the serioussituationd the British reshuffled their Cabinet and
Churchill was soonafter appointed Prime Minister of the War Cabinet. The whole nationwas mobilized and
industries were centered on war production. Exter-nally] Britain entered into alliance with Americal] Francell
Russia andother anti-fascist countries to form a united international front. Aftersix years of fierce fighting with
much bloodshed and heavy loss ofwealth[] the Second World War came to an end in 1945.00 [0 The Second
World War ushered in the last stage of the disinte-gration of the British Empire. During World War 11 [0 Britain
sufferedheavy losses with her financial position greatly weakened.[1 On theother hand[J most of her colonies had
joined in the war and contribu-ted a great deal to the final victory. They had been awakened andtempered by war
and a large scale independence movement was on af-ter the war. Indiall "the brightest jewel in the British Crown"
tookthe lead and won independence in 1947. Pakistan followed suit andthen Burmall Egypt and all the other
colonies in a quick succession.By the year 1970 Britain had lost all her former colonies except HongKong.
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