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[0 O The dress of an individual is a kind of "sign language" that communicates acomplex set of information and is
usually the basis on which immediate impres-sions are formed. Traditionally[l women cared much about their
clothes] whilemen took pride in the fact that they were completely lacking in clothes conscious-ness.[] [ This
type of American culture is gradually changing as mens dress takes ongreater variety and color. Even as early as
199500 aresearch in Michigan revealedthat men attached rather high importance to the value of clothing in daily
life. White-collar workers in particular viewed dress as a symbol of controld whichcould be used to impress or
influence othersCJ especially in the work situation.The white-collar worker was described as extremely concerned
about the impres-sion his clothing made on his superiors. Although blue-collar workers were lessaware that they
might be judged on the basis of their clothing] they recognizedthat they would be laughed at by their fellow
workers if they were any differentfrom the accepted pattern of dress.0J [ Since that time[] of courseld the patterns
have changed the typical officeworker may now be wearing the blue shirtC] and laborer a white shirt but the
im-portance of dress has not decreased. Other investigators in recent years havehelped to establish its significance
in the lives of individuals at various age levelsin different social and economic groups.
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