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前言

　　本书对象为大学英语专业高年级以上学生及有一定英语基础的文学爱好者，目的是介绍美国文学
中的精萃，为理解分析所选作家及他们的作品提供指导和帮助，提高读者的阅读水平和欣赏能力。
　　全书分上、下两册。
上册选入19世纪美国作家1l位；下册选入20世纪作家14位。
所选作品包括中、长篇小说的片断、短篇小说、诗歌、散文、文论等不同体裁。
　　在美国文学史中我们仅选了25位作家的作品及作品选段，对它们进行较为深入的分析以求向读者
提供一把进入美国文学大门的钥匙。
由于时间及篇幅所限，一些重要作家及作品未能收入选本，难免有片面的缺点。
　　美国文学中许多作家的长篇小说举世闻名，本应选其中章节加以分析，但这样做有时会有上下脱
节，不易讲清的弊病，因此凡能有精彩的短篇而这些短篇能在较大程度上反映作家的恩想和写作风格
的，我们一般就不从长篇作品中截取片断。
选篇及选段长度在三十页左右，都是未经改写的原著。
　　各章内容均包括作家简介和选篇分析，作品选篇以及中文洼释三大部分。
生平简介侧重对作者创作思想和创作生涯有重大影响的人与事。
作品介绍重点是选文的主题恩想和写作技巧，也在一定范围内对作家作横向比较。
　　注释只限于历史背景，文化典故及少量词典上不易找到的词。
　　上、下两册都有绪论，介绍时代背景、各种文学流派的兴起和发展。
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内容概要

本书精选19、20世纪美国25位作家的名篇，作品种类包括长、短篇小说、诗歌、散文、文论等。
所选篇章都是有定评的名文。
全书按作家分章，每章包括作家简介和选篇分析、作品选篇以及中文注释三大部分。
上、下两册各有绪论介绍时代背景、各种文学流派等。
　　本书可作大学英语专业高年级学生的美国文学教材，也可供学过英语并喜爱研究美国文学的同志
研读。
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章节摘录

　　Yes, and he used to bring me my breakfast, too, mightynice. I was always awful hungry！
Mary admitted with a guiltylaugh.While the boys were getting the doctors horse, he went tothe window to examine
the house plants.What do you do to your geraniums to keep them bloomingall winter, Mary？
I never pass this house that from the roadI dont sec your windows full of flowers.She snapped off a dark red one,
and a ruffled new green leaf,and put them in his buttonhole. There, that looks better. Youlook too solemn for a
young man, Ed.Why dont you gitmarried？
Im worried about you. Scttin at breakfast, I lookedat you real hard, and I seen youve got some grey hairs
already.Oh, yes！
Theyre coming.Maybe theyd come faster if Imarried.Don）t talk so.Youll ruin your health eating at the hotel.I
could send your wife a nice loaf of nut bread,~ if you onlyhad one.I dont like to see a young man getting grey.Illtell
you something, Ed; you make some strong black tea andkeep it handy in a bowl, and every morning just brush it
intoyour hair, an itll kccp the grey from showin much.Thatsthe way I dolSometimes the doctor heard the gossipers
in the drugstorewondering why Rosicky didnt get on faster.He was indus-trious, and so were his boys, but they
were rather free andeasy, werent pushers, and they didnt always show good judg.ment.They were comfortable, they
were out of debt, butthey didnt get much ahead. Maybe, Doctor Burleigh reflected,people as generous and
warmhearted and affectionate as theRosickys never got ahead much; maybe you could not enjoyyour Life and put
it into the bank. too.
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