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000000 O [ C]Equally unsurprisingly, only about half end up with professorships for which they entered
graduate school. There are simply too few posts. This is partly because universities continue to produce ever more
PhDs. But fewer students want to study humanities subjects: English departments awarded more bachelor's degrees
in 1970-71 than they did 20 years later. Fewer students require fewer teachers. So, at the end of a decade of
thesis-writing, many humanities students leave the profession to do something for which they have not been
trained.[ D ] One reason why it is hard to design and teach such courses is that they cut across the insistence by top
American universities that liberal-arts education and professional education should be kept separate, taught in
different schools. Many students experience both varieties. Although more than half of Harvard undergraduates
end up in law, medicine or business, future doctors and lawyers must study a non-specialist liberal-arts degree
before embarking on a professional qualification.[ E] Besides professionalising the professins by this separation, top
American universities have professionalised the professor. The growth in public money for academic research has
speeded the process: federal research grants rose fourfold between 1960 and 1990, but faculty teaching hours fell by
half as research took its toll. Professionalism has turned the acquisition of a doctoral degree into a prerequisite for a
successful academic career: as late as 1969 a third of American professors did not possess one. But the key idea
behind professionalisation, argues Mr Menand, is that "the knowledge and skills needed for a particular
specialisation axe transmissible but not transferable. " So disciplines acquire a monopoly not just over the
production of knowledge, but also over the production of the producers of knowledge.
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